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THE BOOK REVIEW

. Saga of the Politics of Heroin

cials, law enforcement |in Thailand and.Laos. As lining their own pockets.

" BY ROBERT KIRSCH

Times Book Critic

"¢ President Nixon's recent

- statement that he would

:eut off military and eco-

- nomic aid to any govern-

-gling out the Central Intel-
“ligence Agency for what
he termed a "superb" per-
formance in fighting the
international drug trade,
seemed designed as a com-
mentary on THE POLIT-
‘ICS OF HEROIN IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA (Har-

ment which protected
/ drug traffic, with his sin-

per & Row: $10.93) by .

Alfred W. McCoyr with
Cathleen: B, Reed and
Leonard P. Adams.

s The form of the work,
anderstated, seholarly and
meticulously documented,
<Is in contrast with the sub-

ject matter., Drug smug-.

.g'ling, gangsters, corrup-
tion, are more often the
‘themes of suspense novels

‘and hyped-up journalistic

_exposes,

Indeed, some of the
points made here have
.been made belore. Seven-
ty percent of the heroin
produced in  the world
originates in.the "Golden.
Triangle” where Laos,
SThailand and Burma
meet. People high in the
government of South Viet-
nam have joined others in
the government of the oth-

volved in protecling every
stage of the process.

First Time - =
- But this is the first time
that so complete and care-

ful a study has been pub- !

lished. This is not only the
result of library research
but of extensive interview

- and field work. Many of

the people who supplied
incidents and inside infor-
mation, students, past and;
present government '&Hi-

.. ppr

. ‘personnel and journalists,

have had to remain anony-
mous. But there is no
anonvmity for those in-
volved in the production,
processing and distribu-
“ion of heroin. If their
1ames are known and
their activities document-
ed, they are given.

It is no accident, given so
convincing a framework,
that the book was attacked

by the C1A prior to publiay

cation and President Nix-

<o saw- {it to-make his
“eommerits,” In fact, in a

‘certain way his statement
.on cutting off aid is at

~Jeast an acknowledgement

that much of what is writ-
ten in this hook about the
history of drugs and polit-
ics in Southeast Asia i3
true.
Toreign Aid ‘
"1f America's lavish
foreign aid and military
assistance programs can-
not be used positively to
force the governments of

Laos, Thailand, and South!

Vietnam to get out of the
opium husiness, then logic
would seem to dictate that
an immediate cessation of
foreign aid might bring
about {he desired results.
. . A cutoff in foreign aid
cand militarvy  assistance
might finally convince
“these .governments that

I . the-United States is really
er three countries are in- !

serious about ending the
heroin traffic," the au-
thors write. SR

", .. 1972 is shaping up

as the vear of decision for
the international narcotics
traffic If President
Nixon is reelected he will
probably continue his poli-
¢y of giving unqualified
support to President
Thieuw's administration in
South Vietnam and . to the
right - wing governments

long as there is no serious

foreign aid or a withdraw-
al of political support,
these governments cannot
be subjected to any se-
rious pressure and the
narcotics traffic will con-
{inue unabated."

One does not have to ac-
cept this as the only op-
ion. What cannot bhe
shrugged off is that since
the end of World War 1I,
the opium boom shifted
castward. The authors
give a fascinating history

of heroin as a "miracle

~drug" which turned out to

be a curse, of the under-
world entry into the nar-
coties traffic, of a policy of
"o ] andestine realpolitik"
in which the underworld
and the CIA made mutual-
ly effective Jocal alliances,
and beyond that where the
syndicate or Mafia dealt
with local anti-Communist
leaders who were either fi-
nancing their, movements
through the dfug trade or

threat of a cutoff in

From the French exper-
fence in Indochina to our

own, the drug pattern
emerged and grew. Pres-

sures on the opium |

sources of the Middle East
and Turkey made the
Southeast Asia opium
boom. Wartime conditions

allowed the crops and la-

boratory processing to

function by paying out

vast sums.

A Chinese Nationalist
general left without funds
by his government, Tuan
Shi-wen, "... . To fight the
evil of Communism ...
vou must have an army,
and an army must have

'guns, and to buy guns you

must have money. In these
mountains the only money
is opium.” . :
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